
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 1971 excavation at Glasshouse Wood 

found remains of a substantial 1st century Roman building 

together with evidence of the 17th century glass works there. 

 
W.J. Ford 1971 Glasshouse Wood, Kenilworth, West Midlands Archaeological News Sheet No 14 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 1971 excavation at Crewe Farm 

found evidence of a Roman Rural Settlement 

within a rectilinear enclosure; 

this was a progression from earlier circular enclosures. 

W.J. Ford 1971 Crewe Farm, Kenilworth, West Midlands Archaeological News Sheet No 14 
 



 

 

Some of the ancient woodland of the time of Domesday still 

exists in what now remains of Echills Wood. One particular 

oak was recently dated as having been planted c.1017. 

Echill is an old name for Acorn. 

Stoneleigh had one of the largest areas of woodland and 

certainly the largest number of pigs of any village in 

Warwickshire. 

Pasture for 2,000 pigs in the Domesday Book. 

Pigs love acorns! 



 

The King holds Stanlei. 

King Edward held it. 

There are 6 hides. 

In lordship are 5 ploughs, and 1 male slave and 1 female slave; 

and 68 villagers and 4 smallholders with 2 priests 

have 30 ploughs. 

There are 2 mills rendering 35s 4d., 

and 20 acres of meadow, 

woodland 4 leagues long and 2 leagues wide, 

pasture for 2,000 pigs. 

 

In all, 27 villages or manors in the Domesday Book were in 

The Hundred of Stanlei in Warwickshire. 

1 league was about 1½ miles so the Woodland was 18 square miles or 11,520 Acres 



 

 

The original door in the North wall 

The relief at the top shows two entwined dragons biting their 

tails, below a coiled serpent. The bases of the Chancel walls and 

the now blocked door are of late 12th Century date. The door 

was blocked in the 14th Century when the north wall was almost 

entirely rebuilt. 

 

The North door of a Christian Church of Norman origin has 

usually been blocked and has been known as the “Devil’s Door”. 

The reason for this is uncertain; perhaps it was the door to be 

used by pagans when the church was used for communal 

gatherings, as pagans and their beliefs were often referred to as 

‘devils’; perhaps it was to let the devil out after a baptism; 

perhaps it was blocked simply to keep out the draft from the 

cold, sunless North side of the church? 



 

A group of hermits established at Radmore in Staffordshire, 

converted into an abbey of the Cistercian Order. The monks, 

however, were so much interfered with by the foresters that 

immediately upon the accession of Henry II in 1154 they 

petitioned him to transfer them to his manor of Stoneleigh. 

This he did, settling them first at Cryfield, where they found the 

proximity of the road from Coventry to Warwick too distracting. 

He accordingly gave them a new site, surrounded on two sides 

by the River Avon and on the north by the Echills Wood. The 

first stone of the abbey church was laid on 13 April 1155. 

Nothing of this now remains. 



 

A Bishop Preaching at a Market Fair 

In 1241 the Abbey buildings were severely burnt in a fire and 

the king ordered the sheriff of Warwickshire to deliver to the 

monks forty oaks out of his woods at Kenilworth, towards the 

repairs. 

In 1284 the monks of Stoneleigh were granted a Thursday 

Market and an Annual Fair lasting for eight days on the feast of 

St. John the Baptist (24th June) 

In 1288 the Abbey was subject to an outrage by a number of 

persons unknown. They came armed, set fire to the abbot’s 

houses, burnt the gatehouse, consumed goods and hunted and 

took away deer. 



 

The Hundred Rolls of 1279 – 80 reveal that those who worked 

on the Abbey estates in the 13thC were obliged to grind their 

corn at the Abbey Mill, could not sell property without the 

Lord’s permission and could not fish in the small brooks of the 

manor. 

Peasants could not cut down trees from the common land but 

could enter the Abbey’s woodlands and take underwood to 

repair houses and fences, and also for firewood. 

Stoneleigh Abbey had eight granges and probably practised 

cereal and legume cultivation as well as keeping beef and dairy 

cattle herds. Wool production was becoming increasingly 

important. 

 

This was, however, the time of The Great Famine nationally. 



 

The Abbot of Stoneleigh Abbey, Robert de Hockele 

had completed the rebuilding of the Abbey’s Gatehouse 

and Guest House by 1349. 

 

The gatehouse still stands today. 
 



 

Plague Victims blessed by priest 

 

 

The Black Death reached Warwickshire in 1349 and 

it is believed that 40% of the peasantry in the County died of 

the epidemic. 

Whole families on the Abbey estate were wiped out. 



 

By this time much of Stoneleigh’s lands were covered by ploughed open 

fields divided into strips and distributed to tenants living in the village. 
A Rod was about 5 ½ yards, the length of a mediaeval ox-goad 

 

A Perch varied between 6 yards and 8 yards 

A Chain was 22 yards 

A Square Perch was 30¼ sq yards 

A Rood was 1 Furlong by 1 Rod. 40 square Perch = 1 Rood 

A Furlong, was the distance 2 oxen could plough without resting 

An Acre was the land tillable by 2 oxen in 1 day. 4 Roods = 1 Acre 

A Virgate or Yardland was the land ploughable by 2 oxen in a season 

The Acre was originally a long Strip of 1 Furlong by 1 Chain. 

A long narrow strip of land is more efficient to plough than a square plot, 

since the plough does not have to be turned so often 

The Acre was defined in the time of Edward I 1272-1307 



 

 

One of the loveliest medieval bridges in England, Stare Bridge, 

remains today, having been constructed 

towards the end of the 15th century. 

 

 

The picture shows the ancient breed 

of White Park Cattle in lands next to the bridge. 



Still Standing Today 
Birmingham Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Lane Vicarage Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motslow Hill 

 

 

 

 

Motslow Cottages 2-4 
 

Information from “People at Home” by Nat Alcock 

English Heritage Listed Buildings 



 

 

At the time of the Dissolution the net annual income of 

Stoneleigh Abbey was valued at £151 and the house was 

suppressed with the smaller monasteries in 1536. 

Stoneleigh Abbey was not particularly well managed, nor 

particularly large and Henry’s commissioners found only about 

£215 of portable wealth and not inconsiderable debts, when the 

Abbey was broken up. The abbot was Thomas de Tutbury. 

Nevertheless, the Abbey commanded excellent tracts of land and 

an important place in the country’s geography. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Inhabitant Occupation 

1 – 2 Stareton Thomas Tutor Husbandman 

4 – 5 Stareton George Kockes  

Park Farm Thomas Cowper Husbandman 

Yew Tree Cottage William James Labourer 

6 Stareton Ralph Gandie  

Stareton Alexander Howe Clothier 

Stareton Richard Grainger Husbandman 

Stareton John Porter  

Stareton Edward Sotherne Yeoman 

Stareton George Baker Carpenter 

Stareton John Clarke Labourer 

Stareton Robert Shotteswell  

Stareton Isabell Mainard  

Stareton The Blacksmith  

Information from Peter James 



 

 

In 1561 the Abbey estate was bought by Sir Thomas Leigh who 

built a house which incorporated the east cloister range, south 

transept and south nave aisle. 

He had been Master of the Mercers’ Company and Lord Mayor 

of London when Queen Elizabeth I came to the throne in 1558. 

He led her Coronation Procession through the City of London. 

He also purchased considerable other tracts of land in 

Warwickshire. 



 

The Almshouses were clad in stone by 1594 

They were built in 1579, the original roof was probably thatch 

but this is the time they achieved their present day appearance, 

with the tall chimneys being added in the early 19th century. 

Originally they were for 5 single men and 5 single women who 

were paid a shilling a day, with the churchwardens receiving six 

shillings and eightpence a year for their oversight and the Mayor 

of Coventry getting ten shillings to ensure they attended church. 

The rents from Millbourne Grange were set aside to cover this. 



Still Standing Today 

 

 
Old Almshouses 

 

 

 

 

 
Birmingham Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coventry Road 

 

 

 

 

Vicarage Road 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Manor Farm (west bays) 

 

Information from “People at Home” by Nat Alcock 

English Heritage Listed Buildings 



 

The Church Belfry has 6 Bells 

2 were cast in 1632 by H. Watts, 

the Tenor weighing 10¼ cwt or over ½ a ton 

and the 4th weighing 6 cwt. 

 
The oldest is the 3rd a rare 1530 bell cast by J Wolley weighing 5¾ cwt. 

The 2nd was cast in 1752 by Eayres at 4¾ cwt. 

The 5th was cast in 1792 by J Briant at 8 cwt. 

The Treble was cast in 1962 by John Taylor of Loughborough at 3½ cwt. 



 

The First of the Stoneleigh Parish Church Registers. 

The page shows Baptisms & Burials 

for 1634 and 1635. 

The entries are in Latin. 



 

 

Significant changes were made to the local land-use, with the 

emparking of land by the Leighs in 1640 for the use of deer. 

 

Closing the land to the peasantry resulted in severe hardship. 



 

 

In 1642 King Charles I with 600 soldiers had been turned away 

from Coventry. He was given hospitality at the Abbey, for 

which favour the owner, Thomas Leigh, was created the first 

Baron Leigh. 

It is probable that many of his retinue had to find 

accommodation in the village! 

Charles proclaimed that if Coventry’s citizens persisted in 

rebellion he would “use all extremity for reducing the said City to 

obedience. Given at our Court at Stoneley Abbey the 20th day of 

August in the Eighteenth Year of Our Reign, 1642” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 22nd October 1643 the vicar at Stoneleigh church, the 

Reverend Edward Maunsell, was threatened by Parliamentarian 

soldiers, who first caused a disturbance in church and then left, 

only to discharge their pistols against the window “hoping 

thereby to have murdered the preacher to the great affrightment 

of the people.” 

The Reverend Maunsell was also a chaplain to King Charles I 

and so he may have been a particular target for 

Parliamentarians. He eventually died in Parliamentary custody, 

in Abingdon. 



 

In 1663 the Stoneleigh Churchwardens paid for 

6 foxes and 8 ‘urchtions’ or ‘urchens’. 

Urchin was the old word for a hedgehog. 

 

These payments were also made by churchwardens across the 

country in the 17th and 18th centuries at various prices for crows, 

magpies, jays, sparrows, badgers, moles, otters, polecats etc. 

The 1663 Disbursements of the Stoneleigh Churchwardens 

has recently been examined, 350 years later, looking at where 

the money was spent and who the people were. 



 

The fine marble monument to Alice Duchess Dudley. 

Alice Leigh, the daughter of the first Baronet Thomas Leigh, 

married Robert Dudley the illegitimate son of the earl of 

Leicester. Robert attempted to become both Earl of Leicester 

and Earl of Warwick. When this failed he deserted his wife 

Alice and ran off to Italy with a Maid of Honour to Queen 

Elizabeth I. 

Alice devoted her life to charitable works and left generous 

bequests including £50 to the parish of Stoneleigh. She was 

created Duchess Dudley in her own right, by King Charles I. 

The statue of her daughter Alice is on the lower level of the monument. 



 

In 1675 John Ogilby published the Britannia Atlas. 

The beautifully illustrated Title shows sheep drovers. 

The Atlas contained one hundred road map prints, 

with one showing the route from Gloucester to Coventry, 

passing near Stoneley. 


